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When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice; But when a wicked man rules, the people
groan. Proverbs 29:2
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q “He who is often rebuked, and hardens his
neck, will suddenly be destroyed, and that
without remedy.
“When the righteous are in authority, the
people rejoice; but when a wicked man rules,
the people groan.
“Whoever loves wisdom makes his father
rejoice, but a companion of harlots wastes his
wealth.
“The king establishes the land by justice,
but he who receives bribes overthrows it.
“A man who flatters his neighbor spreads a
net for his feet.
“By transgression an evil man is snared,
but the righteous sings and rejoices.
“The righteous considers the cause of the
poor, but the wicked does not understand such
knowledge.
“Scoffers set a city aflame, but wise men
turn away wrath.
“If a wise man contends with a foolish
man, whether the fool rages or laughs, there is
no peace.
“The bloodthirsty hate the blameless, but
the upright seek his well-being.
“A fool vents all his feelings, but a wise
man holds them back.

q “George Orwell, it is well known, saw the
corrupting possibilities that flow from the
willful distortion of language. This is because
language tends to embody collective wisdom
and experience.
“What the word ‘marriage’ means we all
know very well and have so known so far back
as the records of the human race extend.
“On the other hand, resistance to
homosexuality extends just about as far back,
the disapproval being almost universal. I have
heard homosexuality called ‘Greek love.’
Well, Plato – in his ‘Laws’ and his ‘Gorgias’ –
regarded homosexual acts as worthy of the
death penalty. This universal, or near
universal, disapproval cannot be called
‘bigotry.’ It is based upon collective
experience and high regard for the institution
of marriage.
“Since this negative estimate of
homosexual behavior is so nearly universal, it
amounts to a sort of vote of mankind existing
over many centuries, and it is based upon
experience of homosexual behavior in various
aspects. Naturally enough, this has been
codified in religious teaching.

“If a ruler pays attention to lies, all his
servants become wicked.
“The poor man and the oppressor have this
in common: The Lord gives light to the eyes
of both.”
–Proverbs
29:1-13
q “The descent to hell is easy, and those who
begin by worshiping power soon worship evil.”
–C. S. Lewis, The
Allegory of Love
q “It makes me smile to hear ‘em tell each
other nowadays
The burdens they are bearing, with a child
or two to raise.
Of course the cost of living has gone
soaring to the sky
And our kids are wearing garments that my
parents couldn’t buy.
Now my father wasn’t wealthy, but I never
heard him squeal
Because eight of us were sitting at the table
every meal.
People fancy they are martyrs if their
children number three,
And four or five they reckon makes a largesized family.
A dozen hungry youngsters at a table I
have seen
And their daddy didn’t grumble when they
licked the platter clean.
Oh, I wonder how these mothers and these
fathers up-to-date
Would like the job of buying little shoes
for seven or eight.
We were eight around the table in those
happy days back then,
Eight that cleaned our plates of pot-pie and
them passed them up again;

“I notice Bill Bradley, Al Gore, John
McCain and George W. Bush all oppose
homosexual ‘marriage.’ They know what the
nation thinks.”
–Jeffrey Hart, Washington Times,
January 9, 2000, p. B3

q “The gay lobby is seeking a trophy, and the
target is Dr. Laura Schlessinger. ‘Dr. Laura,’
as she is known, is a radio therapist, dispensing
advice to 18 million listeners. For sheer radio
popularity, she has only one rival–Rush
Limbaugh. An Orthodox Jew, Dr. Laura takes
a traditional view of things, including
homosexuality. For her troubles, gay groups
have made her their Public Enemy Number
One. They are campaigning tirelessly to get
her off the radio and keep her off television.
Conservative groups, more feebly, have risen
to her defense. There is no fiercer battle in the
culture war today.
“Dr. Laura does not consider herself a gayhater. She reminds people that she was one of
the first radio hosts to take calls from open
gays, about gay problems. She stresses
compassion toward gays. But she is
uncompromising in her opposition to
homosexuality and the idea of gay rights. She
has called homosexuality ‘a terrible sadness,’ a
‘deviant sexual behavior,’ and most
controversially, ‘a biological error.’ She is a
firm defender of the traditional family and
inveighs freely against the gay political
agenda: marriage, adoption, and so on. Worst
of all from a gay-activist perspective, she has
supported ‘reparative therapy,’ the treatment
that seeks to help homosexuals change their
sexual ways. She likes to say that radical,
politicized gays always try to bully and silence
other gays–the ones from whom she enjoys

Eight that needed shoes and stockings,
eight to wash and put to bed,
And with mighty little money in the purse,
as I have said,
But with all the care we brought them, and
through all the days of stress,
I never heard my father or my mother wish
for less.”
–Edgar A Guest, The OldTime Family

great and grateful support.”
–Jay Nordlinger, The Weekly Standard,
May 8, 2000, p. 27

2 The Journal / October, 1998

q “Politically, today’s Americans show little
desire to launch massive enterprises. They are
generally disenchanted with those zealous for
radical change, whether it be Hillary Clinton
with her ambitious health care plan or Newt
Gingrich with his ambitions effort to scale back
government. Many thought that when the baby
boomer university grads reached the top of the
power pyramid, they would bring their youthful
ideological style with them, but just the opposite
has come to pass. Ideologies of right and left
are out of favor, and utopianism is practically
extinct. Americans are more likely to see
politics as a series of humble improvisations
enacted with cautious hopes and some anxiety.
That is to say, America is today a conservative
place. Conservative in the old-fashioned sense,
meaning distrustful of rapid change, modest
about what we can know and how effectively we
can plan. That’s the way the bourgeoisie likes
it. And sometimes it is the former radicals in
clogs and ponytails who fight futuristic change
most fiercely (just try building a big new project
in Burlington or Berkeley.)
“If you’d been one of those radical
bohemians (whether from the 1830s or the
1960s) sitting in your garret dreaming of

to the point where they are now threatened
with extinction by the policies they have
foisted on the nation as a whole. In seeing
the moral dimension of the cultural
revolution, Dresner differs from a
mainstream Jew like Alan Dershowitz, who
according to his own account, goes to
synagogue on the high holydays but can’t
make up his mind whether God exists.
Dershowitz, who is also worried that Jews
will shrink to a minuscule and insignificant
segment of the American population by
2076, promotes the big tent theory of
Judaism as a way of maximizing its power,
something which causes him problems of
definition. A Jew, according to Dershowitz,
is not someone who necessarily believes in
God; he doesn’t necessarily follow the law in
any consistent fashion. He does not have to
accept the testimony of the prophets.
Because he wants to maximize the number of
Jews, Dershowitz even rejects the racial
definition of Jew as one born of a Jewish
mother. According to Dershowitz:
“‘In America, and in other nations that
separate church from state, one’s Jewishness
is a matter of self-definition and anyone who

revolution, you would loathe America at the
start of the 21st century. On the other hand, if
you’d been a Babbitt, one of the shopkeepers the
radicals used to ridicule, you’d be pretty
comfortable, all things considered. You’d like
living in a country where business is celebrated,
but where civic life is moderate and cautious. It
might take a while to get used to all the
executives who dress like aging rock stars, and
you’d be shocked by what passes for popular
culture, but you’d grow to appreciate a world
that offered such a wonderful selection of wholegrain pastas, a spinoff of all those organic
grocery stores that emerged from the Bay Area
after the 1960s.”
–David Brooks, The Weekly Standard, May 8,
2000, p. 25, 26
q “The history of the last 40 years has been
the history of increasing Jewish animus against
Catholics, during which the Catholics have
taken a beating defending the moral order. This
battle stretches from the Catholic defeat in
defending the Hollywood production code
through the Ginsberg obscenity decision,
wherein Philadelphia handed the pornography
industry a defeat it never forgot, through Lemon
V. Kurtzman, all the way to Hitler’s Pope and
the most recent academy awards ceremony with
teary-eyed tributes to abortion propaganda and
Billy Crystal making jokes about the pope. All
of these battles have one thing in common, they
were part of a struggle between Jews and
Catholics over control of the culture which
Catholics have lost on a consistent basis for
going on 40 years now.
“Rabbi Samuel Dresner has taken note of
this cultural struggle from the vantage point of a
Jew who is outside of the mainstream of Jewish
life, which is to say, from the point of view of a
Jew who still believes in the Torah and the God
who is its author. The results, according to
Dresner, have been catastrophic in terms of the
morals of the country. Jews, because they have

wants to be considered a Jew or a half-Jew,
or a partial Jew or a person of Jewish
heritage has a right to be so considered (Alan
M. Dershowitz, The Vanishing American
Jew: In Search of Jewish Identity for the Next
Century, p. 324).’
“So this means that anyone who defines
himself as a Jew is a Jew, right? Wrong.
Lest anyone slip into this view Dershowitz
quickly draws the line: ‘I do not mean to
include former Jews who practice
Christianity,’ he adds in a footnote. So
according to this view, a Jew is essentially an
anti-Christian who has no core of beliefs of
his own. Sigmund Freud was a Jew in spite
of the fact that he was an atheist, and Edith
Stein was not a Jew in spite of the fact that
her mother was Jewish and she worshiped the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and died
in a concentration camp with people who
were there because they, like she, were
considered Jews. Dershowitz is clearly
uncomfortable with his position, even in the
act of stating it because it reduces Judiasm to
nothing more than an anti-Christian ideology:
“‘Indeed, for many Jews the only factor
that distinguishes Judiasm from Christianity
is a negative one: We reject Jesus as the
Messiah. That is why we are so appalled by
“Jews for Jesus.” In addition to the often
misleading proselytization, they also shove in
our faces the uncomfortable fact that it is
only the rejection of Jesus as Christ that
really distinguished most Jews from mainline
Christians. . . Indeed it is fair to say that most
American Jews, outside of the Orthodox,
seem to have more in common even
religiously with mainline Protestants than
they do with the ultra-orthodox Hasidim.
(Dershowitz, The Vanishing American Jew,
p. 195)’ ”
–E. Michael Jones, Culture Wars,
May 2000, p. 29, 30

been in the forefront of this revolutionary
movement, have suffered disproportional
damage to their own family and morals,

The Journal / October, 1998 3

From the President's Desk
Dr. David A. Noebel
From the Editor:
Most of our Journal readers understand that
Summit Ministries is not ‘politically correct’ in
any significant way. For any of our new
readers who aren’t sure, the following
materials from the pen of Tony Snow will seal
the verdict. It involves the issue of guns.
I can’t help but believe that Tony Snow
and John Lott have a pretty good handle on the
subject.
The Snow comments are from The
Washington Times (May 14, 2000, p. B1):
“Yale economist John Lott points out in
the new edition of his controversial book,
More Guns, Less Crime, our nation always has
fostered a gun culture. Today, roughly 80
million Americans own a total of nearly 250
million firearms. If these folks were as violent
as gun-control advocates allege, we would all
be very dead. Instead, murder rates are on the
decline – and rising gun ownership may have a
lot to do with the trend.
“Before explaining how, let’s look at the
tragedies that worry the marching moms:
accidental shootings and mass murders.
Drawing on the most recent available statistics,
Mr. Lott notes that 1,134 Americans died in
accidental shootings during 1996. Only 42 of
these victims were under the age of 10. That
same year, 1,915 kids that age died in motor-

compared to 27.6 percent in 1988.
Furthermore, the more [money] you make, the
more likely it is that you have purchased a
firearm lately. The new guns are not going to
survivalists and drug thugs, but to law-abiding
citizens with jobs and families.
“Proponents of gun control argue that new
laws will build on this progress by preventing
bad guys from procuring weapons. This
sounds reasonable, until you consider that
felons generally don’t stride into a gun shop or
show and obtain their arms by legal means.
“Thugs are rational. They pick on easy
prey and avoid trouble. For example, the man
who allegedly attacked the Jewish community
center in Los Angeles did so only after
concluding that security was too tight at more
prominent Jewish sites.
“Mr. Lott argues that creeps back off in
states that let citizens acquire permits to carry
concealed weapons. Rates of murder, assault
and burglary have fallen dramatically – and
women have been the primary beneficiaries of
this trend.
“Conversely, ‘safe storage’ laws –
including trigger locks – give felons a sense of
greater criminal liberty. Mr. Lott estimates that
the laws are ‘significantly related to almost 9
percent more rapes and robberies, and 5.6
percent more burglaries . . . [The] presence of
the law in just . . . 15 states was associated with
3,600 more rapes, 22,500 more robberies and

vehicle accidents; 489 died after getting hit by
cars or trucks; 805 drowned; and 738 were
killed by fire or burns.
Accidental shooting hit the lowest ever
recorded. In recent years, Mr. Lott writes:
‘Only about 30 people are accidentally killed
by private citizens who mistakenly believe the
victim to be an intruder. By comparison,
police accidentally kill as many as 330
individuals annually.’
“The same applies to mass killings.
Despite the shooting spree at Columbine High,
school violence has fallen precipitously since
the mid-1980s, and this year could be the
safest in decades.

“It may surprise you to learn that
this outbreak of peace has coincided with a
veritable national gun-buying spree. The
percentage of voters who own guns stands
at nearly 40 percent,
q “New photographs of Elian Gonzalez, in
the uniform of Cuba’s communist youth
Pioneers, taken at Wye Plantation in Maryland
in the care of U.S. government chaperones,
were cited by Miami exiles yesterday as
‘further proof’ that he is being brainwashed
there by ‘communist propaganda.’
“A spokesman said the Justice Department
was not concerned about it.
“But the Cuban-Americans are. ‘I think
it’s appalling that this kind of communist
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64,000 more burglaries.’
“As many as 4 million Americans (and as
few as 150,000, depending on the study) each
year say they used a gun to fend off an
attacker. So the question is how best to
discourage bad people from shooting good
ones.
“Trigger locks, waiting periods and
registration laws aren’t the ticket. They throw
road blocks before lawful citizens and give guntoting jerks the green light. If marching moms
are more interested in making a difference than
making noise, they ought to reconsider. A new
gun-control law may give them a warm, toasty
feeling during a presidential signing ceremony
– but it could imperil them and their families
for years.”

propaganda would be allowed under the
protection of the U.S. Marshals’ Service right
here in this country,’ said Spencer Eig, an
attorney hired by Elian’s great-uncle, Lazaro
Gonzalez, to seek political asylum in America
for the boy.
“Mr. Eig, speaking to reporters in Miami
yesterday, said another attorney for the family,
Manny Daiz, was working on a letter to be sent
to the Immigration and Naturalization Service
(INS).

“Granma, Cuba’s Communist Party daily,
on Monday published five photographs
showing Elian in the Pioneers uniform–a blue
kerchief and a white shirt with a logo of Cuban
patriot Jose Marti on his breast. Granma said
the photographs were taken at the Maryland
retreat where Elian has been staying, but did
not say when.
“Since Elian arrived at Wye Plantation,
several of Elian’s schoolmates from Cardenas,
Cuba, have come to the United States to stay
with the boy. Elian’s schoolteacher also came
to continue the children’s lessons, along with a
Cuban physician.
“‘As far as Elian is concerned, he is back in
Cuba, pledging allegiance to the “Maximum
Leader,”’ said Frank Calzon of the Center for a
Free Cuba. ‘He is in a Potemkin village with
his teachers and schoolmates, learning to be
Fidel’s “New Man,” selfless and obedient in
the class struggle. We knew this was going to
happen.’
“The Justice Department said that Elian’s
clothing did not concern them. ‘We do not
think it is up to us to comment on what Elian
wears. He is continuing his education by the
arrangement of his government,’ said Carole
Florman, Justice Department spokeswoman.
‘We do not think there is anything
inappropriate about it.’
“Cuba’s Pioneers were created on the
model of groups in the former Soviet Union.
Children join when they enter school and wear
the uniform to school through the 12th grade.
Children who refuse to join, for religious or
other reasons, are ostracized. So are their
parents.
“The Foundation for Human Rights in
Cuba, an anti-Castro group in the United
States, says that in Pioneers, children sing
songs, take weekend trips and take a pledge
saying, ‘We will be like Che,’ the guerrilla
fighter Ernesto ‘Che’ Guevara.

“The Clinton administration this year
labeled Cuba as one of the world’s worst
human rights violators and a ‘terrorist regime.’
Nevertheless, the INS and the Justice
Department insist that Elian’s father should be
allowed to take him back to Cuba. Elian’s
mother drowned trying to reach America with
him, and he was rescued off Florida after
floating on an inner tube for two days after
their boat sank.”
–The Washington Times, May
18, 2000, p. 1
q New photographs of Werner vonBraan, in
the uniform of Hitler’s Nazi youth brown
shirts, taken at Wye Plantation in Maryland in
the care of U.S. government chaperones, were
cited by Chicago exiles as ‘further proof’ that
he is being brainwashed by Nazi propaganda.
A spokesman said the Justice Department
was not only not concerned about it, but had
just directed a ship load of Jews back to
Germany for the extermination or survival of
the fittest camps.
But the German-Americans are.
“I think it’s appalling that this kind of Nazi
propaganda would be allowed under the
protection of the U.S. Marshall’s Service right
here in this country,” said Ludwig Eig, an
attorney hired by Werner’s great uncle Hans
vonBraan, to seek political asylum in America
for the boy.
The Berlin Tageblott, Germany’s Nazi
Party daily, on Monday published five
photographs showing Werner in the Hitler
Youth uniform–a black kerchief and brown
shirt with a logo of German patriot Adolph
Hitler on his breast. Tageblott said the
photographs were taken at the Maryland retreat
where Werner has been staying, but did not say
when.
Since Werner arrived at Wye Plantation,
several of Werner’s schoolmates from Munich,
Germany have come to the United States to

“The foundation has reproduced pages
from a Pioneer manual that instructs children,
some as young as Elian, in games called
‘Bridge Attack,’ ‘Mine Layers,’ ‘Night
Infiltration,’ ‘Eliminate the Sentry,’ ‘Coastal
Infiltration,’ and ‘Throwing Grenades Through
Windows.’
“Pioneers learn at camp to assemble and
disassemble military rifles blindfolded.
“The Associated Press reported from
Havana that Cuban youths are required to work
to earn their ‘free education.’ From eighth
grad through 10th grade, they spend 21 days a
year doing some type of agricultural work –
planting, picking or cutting crops such as
tobacco, citrus, potatoes and tomatoes. In the
11th grade and 12 grade, they live at boarding
schools in the countryside, and their days are
split between studies and farm work.
“Ninoska Perez of the Cuban American
National Foundation (CANF) said Pioneers are
expected to inform on their parents if they say
anything the government construes as critical
of Cuba’s communist government.
“‘A student’s dossier is kept on the child
that reflects not only academic standing but
everything else associated with his social life,’
wrote Martha Molina Puerto, a Cuban
psychologist who fled Cuba in August 1999, in
a document published by CANF. ‘This is one
enormous apparatus around the child who
lacks any freedom to express himself.’

stay with the boy. Werner’s school teachers,
Joseph Geobbel’s wife Magela, also came to
continue the children’s lessons on Mein Kampf
and Darwin’s Origin of Species, along with a
German physician, Wolfgang Himmler, who
can determine Aryan bloodlines.
“As far as Werner is concerned, he is back
in Germany, pledging allegiance to the
Maximum Leader,’ said Heinrick Overmon of
the Center for a Free Germany. “He is in a
Potemkin village with his teacher and
schoolmates, learning to be Hitler’s ‘New
Aryan Man,’ selfless and obedient in the race
struggle. We knew this was going to happen.”
The Justice Department said that Werner’s
clothing did not concern them. “We do not
think it is up to us to comment on what Werner
wears. He is continuing his racial education by
the arrangement of his government,’ said
Carole Florman, Justice Department
spokesman. Besides, said Ms. Florman –
“Dutsch and Woodless has a great tune.”
Germany’s Hitler Youth were created on
the model of groups in the Soviet Union.
Children join when they enter school and wear
the uniform to school through the 12th grade.
Children who refuse to join, for religious or
other reasons, are ostracized. So are their
parents.

None of this, however phases the U.
S. Justice Department or the Immigration
and Naturalization Service (INS). Six-yearold Werner must be returned to Germany
where he will become a vital part of the
Third Reich – maybe even an inventor of
the V-I.
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q “Canada is a land that values tolerance so
highly that it prosecutes those it deems
intolerant. The historian David Irving has been
banned from the country for his views on
World War II. Now the Canadian Broadcast
Standards Council (CBSC) is training its sights
on Dr. Laura Schlessinger, the conservative
radio moralist.
“The CBSC has just released a report
charging that Dr. Laura’s views on
homosexuality ‘may well fertilize the ground’
for violence against homosexuals, though it
concedes that she disapproves of murder even
more strongly than she disapproves of sodomy.
“Nevertheless, her disapproval of sodomy
as ‘abnormal and deviant’ is bad enough: why,
it’s ‘a quarter of century out of date in the
opinion of professional psychiatric
[associations].’ Not wrong, mind you; just, in
some people’s ‘opinion,’ ‘out of date.’
“All Canadians or visitors to Canada, or
broadcasters who beam their programs to
Canada, have a moral obligation to promulgate
opinions that are up to date, according to the
current opinions of the psychiatric profession.
“Psychiatry isn’t much of a science; it
ranks with phrenology in its analytical cogency
and predictive power. But nobody can deny
that it’s trendy. And that’s what counts for the
CBSC. Morality is dictated by the iron law of
fashion, and pretty ill-defined fashion at that.
“Dr. Laura takes a different view. She is
an Orthodox Jew, and she upholds a moral
code that has existed for thousands of years.
That code has worked very well, sustaining
Jewish and Christian communities through
thick and thin.
“The same can’t be said for the New
Morality, also known as the Sexual
Revolution, which in three decades has
amassed an incredibly destructive record of
divorce, illegitimacy, disease, abortion, and
crime. Homosexuality, especially the male

“Hypocrisy? Yes. Double standards?
Only superficially. At bottom, there is a real
single standard at work here: ‘Absolute free
speech for our side; no freedom at all for the
enemy.’ What rights you have, or whether you
have any rights at all, depends entirely on
whether you are deemed ‘progressive’ (up to
date) or ‘reactionary’ (attached to tradition).
“The progressive forces want to destroy
freedom, yes, but their real goal is the
destruction of normal life itself. That’s why
they attach a sacramental importance to
abortion as well as to the filthiest couplings
imaginable.”
–Joseph Sobran, May 11,
2000, Online
q “One of the problems of getting old is that
you miss out on so many of the exciting things
that young people enjoy. Often this is because
what is new to them is something that has been
tried again and again in the past – and has
turned out to be a bummer again and again.
“One of the many idiotic ideas that
reappear in our public schools in new verbal
guises is the idea that the school should be
preparing young people for the world of work.
Since every old idea has to have a new name,
this is now called the ‘school-to-work’
program, sponsored by the federal government
and spending billions of tax dollars.
“This used to be called ‘vocational
guidance’ and the idea goes back at least 90
years, when the gurus of so-called progressive
education said that schools spent too much
time on academic subjects and not enough time
on ‘practical’ things that would be ‘relevant’ to
the kind of work and life that students would
go into after finishing school.
“In the latest reincarnation of vocational
guidance as school-to-work programs, 8th
graders are given tests to determine what kinds
of jobs they are supposedly suited for and they

kind, has proved an epidemic health and
sanitation problem, just as one might expect
from an abuse of sexual and excretory organs.
“How brainy do you have to be to foresee
what’s likely to happen when a life-giving
organ is inserted into the poop chute? Whose
idea of love is that? Normal intercourse
produces human life (also under attack);
homosexual intercourse spawns only bacterial
life.
“But I’d better be careful. I don’t want to
wind up in a Canadian prison. As the CBSC
report says ominously: ‘In Canada, we respect
freedom of speech but do not worship it.
Whether or not Americans are so protected in
their country is a non-issue for the CBSC.’
“Right. Canada has to protect itself against
such pernicious, hate-filled American notions
as the Law of Moses. If Dr. Laura wants to
spew the Ten Commandments, let her do it in
her own country.

“It isn’t just Canada, of course.
Organized Sodom in these United States is
trying to block Dr. Laura from getting a TV
show, on grounds that she stands for ‘hate’
– though for sheer rancid hate, the ‘gay’
groups themselves are hard to beat.
Colleges and universities across the country
are adopting ‘hate speech’ codes that
punish the mildest criticism of homosexuals
and other ‘minorities.’ The Massachusetts
Commission Against Discrimination cracks
down on private businesses that, in its own
opinion, ‘ridicule or create a racial
stereotype and make certain people feel
unwelcome.’
’ Even Major League Baseball now condemns
errant speakers to ‘sensitivity training.’
“Liberals used to love free speech, waving
the First Amendment as their banner. That
was when they felt weak. Now that they hold
positions of power, especially in academia,
they’ve decided that some kinds of speech

are asked to make career choices. Such
choices are premature by at least a decade.
Some of the best liberal arts colleges allow –
and encourage – their students to take two
years of general education in college before
deciding what subject to major in.
“Such choices are too serious to make
without some solid basis. You may be
fascinated by chemistry experiments in high
school, but that is very different from saying
that you can master the difficult analytical
skills required for majoring in chemistry in
college. Every college has students who enroll
in pre-med programs and end up majoring in
sociology.
“What did you really know about careers
when you were in the 8th grade? I didn’t even
know what an economist was and had never
heard of a think tank, such as the Hoover
Institution, where I have worked for 20 years.
Nor is it at all realistic to expect school
teachers to have any such encyclopedic knowledge of the thousands of occupations out there
today, much less what the trends are for
various fields in the years ahead, when these 8th
graders will be working adults.
“When meteorologists have trouble
predicting the weather five days ahead and
financial experts can get clobbered in the stock
market, what in the world would lead anybody
to seriously expect school teachers to predict
the world in which their 8th graders will be
living, decades from now? The high rates of
obsolescence of jobs and skills dooms any such
efforts.
“In an age when ‘educators’ seem to be
constantly trying to find things to do instead of
educating, school-to-work is just another of
those irresponsible self-indulgences which
create the illusion that they are doing
something useful, when in fact they are
wasting precious time and spreading confusion
among the young.
“It is worse than that. School-to-work

mustn’t be tolerated. Homosexuals may defile
churches and insult a cardinal with obscenities,
but the mildest disapproval of sodomy itself
must be crushed.
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programs are also indoctrination programs for
politically correct views about careers. They
test for attitudes as well as aptitudes. Once you
start playing little tin god, micro-managing
other people’s lives, it is hard to know where to
stop.”
–Thomas Sowell, Jewish World
Review, May 26, 2000

